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An Advent Reflectiond by Rev. Dan Holland

As a kid, Advent al ways seemed | i
opening up one little window per day on the advent calendar, counting down {
days, hoping and expecting the one day that was almost magical because it was so

special . .. Advent has al ways been a time of wait't
prepare for Christmas in the cultural sense: there are plans to make, goodies to bake and parties to attend; th
are decorations to hang, shopping to do, present c
for many hundreds of years, time to prepare for (
the Latin phrase fiad venioodamdcthhati derwhy ywenewais
The gospel of Luke positions the Saviordés entr al

of the Roman Empire and yet it happened so quietly within the walls of history. He came in humility to an
unwed mother, he was born in the barrenness of a smelly stable. Luke broadens the story to include nearby
fields where an angel appeared out of the heavens, stood among shepherds watching over their flocks and
proclaimed that this humble birth was good news for all people. As the radiant glory of God surrounded the
angel, an obscure field in the middle of ancient Palestine was transformed into holy ground because this was
site of the announcement of the Advent of our Lot
to be reformed.

Dr . Kenneth Bailey, a Middle Eastern New Test am
Bethlehem, history and mystery, event and interpretation, hearing and telling, remembering and reciting all
come together in a unique way as we participate in tf@ngation of who we are and our relationship to the

world. Indeed i t 6 s al | about i ncarnation. 0 Each advent
hearts and we are called to remember that itds nc
of God in the person of Jesus Christ. Wedre call
influence the rdormation of our faith, our lives, our values and our priorities. Like the shepherds who first

received word of the Saviorbés arrival and went v

remember the birth of the helpless child; to ponder what it means when we say that God entered into the histc
of the world as one of us; to look with fresh eyes of faith and see history and mystery woven together in the
love of the blessed one who throughout his life emptied himself for us; to hear with fresh ears the choirs of

angel s, stildl calling the world to peace as they
among those whom God favors. o
So as we wait this Advent season, in the midst (

heart for the coming. The Lord who once came into human history in a specific time and pldoenothe
world can (and does and will) come into our lives tforen them as well.

Wishing you a Blessed Advent Season and a Merry Christmas,

Pastor Dan

United Parish of Bowie - 2515 Mitchellville Road, Bowie 20716
www.unitedparishbowie.org - upbannounce@gmail.com- 301-2496411
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Come Join Us

FESTIVAL
of CAROLS

A tracitional Lessons and Carols
service written by Joseph Martin.
This compelling and exciting work references over 20 carois
In delivering the message of redemption and
the birth of God's promised Son.

SUNDAY, DEC. 20 at 11:00AM

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
Thursday, Dec. 24 at 7:30rm

United Parish of Bowie
United In Christ - Our Mission. To Serve
Presbyterian Church (USA) -

United Church of Chrnist

Mitchelivilie & ML. Oak Ras , Bovne.m
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Board Corner by Board Member Tanya Asman

Administratively Speaking

f Budget 2010! Wedve begun to ask committee chairs f sigingRoy d
in preparing reports in QuickBooks that will comparegming expenses to budget figures.

I A nominating committee for new Board members was established

9| We are exploring the possibility of reformatting how committees are done at UPB, and have had favorable responses fitesn commi
chairs thus far.

I Other discussions included sanctuary/church use by outside organizations including Lifeline, and the Oak Pond HOA; faffickase o
proof filing cabinet; and obtaining an emergency resuscitation device, aka an AED.

Spiritually Speaking

9| We allocated funds to purchase a new wheelchair for a member in need, and to make available a small amount of dicetbassistan
neighbors in need.

I We are debating the merits of participating in a pilot program of the National Capital Presbytery aimed at incorpoieiting desgelop-
ment segment in Board meetings rather than focusing solely on administrative issues.

9| We discussed the possibility of a summer mission project.
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Winter Fellowship Events

There are a lot of
opportunities for fellowship at
the United Parish this Winter.
Please mark your calendars
and get excited!

Deck the Halls!

Have fun while decorating
UPB for Advent & Christmas
on Saturday December 12th
from 9 am until Done.

Enjoying Chat & Chew

UPB Book Club: A
gathering of new and old
friends to enjoy food and
good conversation on the 1st
Friday of the month:

-Dec 4th Garlic and
Sapphires by Ruth Reichl, to
be held at Diane Eades home

-Jan 8th Three Cups of Tea

Mends Br Aakf asByGregMortensen.

gathering of UPB Men the 1st _pep 5th Killer Angels by
and 3rd Tues. of the month at pjichael Shaara.

7:30am at Bowie Bob Evans.

Chat & Chew: A time of
food and fellowship after
worship the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month. Bring
food to share (A to G, 2nd
Sun., H to Z, 4th Sun)

Advent Class Baptisms
We will be exploring new and
old traditions of Advent and
Christmas in an interactive, on October 18th and
hands on class for all ages Katherine Ann Bickel on
during the Advent Sundays 10 November 1st.

am Education Hour.

Join us on November 29th,
December 6th, December
13th, and December 20th as
we celebrate the season
together. Fun for the whole
family. Breakfast treats and
coffee will be provided!
Come as you are able to one
or all of the classes. Nursery
care provided for young
children.

It was a joy to celebrate the
baptism of Cora Anne Hines

Kate and the rest of
The Bickel Family

New Members

UPB welcomed six new
members this Fall 2009.
Please introduce yourself an
welcome them to the church
family:

Qo

Nancy Brzozowski
Mitch and Amy Fuqua
Rebecca Holland
Violet Igwacho
Joseph Igwacho

A Poem: New Birth
by Shirley Klotz Bickel

I e R % ‘
= =
. New Members

4

We spin our fragile webs,
ensnared by our own patterns.
Perhaps a pelting summer rain,
or swirling, icy wind

will stretch then tear us loose.

Silently like a severed web
making its way to earth

we try to hold onto someone
or something that lasts.

Torn by our struggles

the Master Weaver descends
from heaven to earth, then

hell and back.

Through costly love and sacrifice
He transforms our spinning,
untangles our torn strands,

to birth in us a shining worth and
purpose that transcends.
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Looking Forward in Leadership
By Pastor Dan Holland

In the last year, one of the Right now we have

things that has come up lots of committed

repeatedly in leadership people engaged in

meetings and visioning for the wonderful hands on

future, is that it would be ministry. But we

helpful for the future and dondét hav

growth of the United Parish to places where long

clarify how things get done range planning, The Fall 2009 Leadership Retreat
and to make getting involved  discernment,

in the ministry of the visioning, goal setting and

congregation more easily evaluation are going on. Adult Education

accessible for newcomers. To As we brainstormed
that end wedve phsshiities tbeiideacemerged We enjoyed a wonderful Fall Adult
ideas at the board and with that we could have committee Education course on tt&elebration

comrpittee leadership gnd e X i. st to di sc (2{]2;‘5;%'3fgﬁﬁmﬂgfgﬁtiﬁa d f
wedr e consi der ispedfic arensldf thegchuach, tgiscipline.

layer of organization that pray, to vision, to evaluate, an

would serve to clarify lines of  to facilitate communication poné6t miss the Adul
communication and and connection between the on Sunday, January 10th at 10 am
responsibility, create unity teams that are actually doin where we will

among similar groups within  the handson ministry (what || hear about the

the church and decrease we now call committees). ¥ \(;\f/flg:%rg?:iz
duplication of |df fymrutesd. | | Wes A enjoy good food€ d

interested in hearing feedback this exciting process, please
from anyone wh @idesme a call o seedamie &@nd pquit Education

together.

in giving it. email! Thanks!
Stewardship Campaign Announcing Pastor Howell 6s Nev
by Josi Hillary, Campaign Chair By Steve Howell, UPBO®®008 nterim Pastc

B Steve Howell is serves as a Master Trainer and in
@l Nnow serving with this position will help to train lead-
Dynamic Church ers to plant churches worldwide.
Planting Interna- He also serves as Mi#itlantic Re-

A tional (DCPI). gional Ambassador with DCPI and
il DCPI is a training  will be sharing the vision and mis-
organization that sion of DCPI with donors and

Our campaign that started on
October 11, 2009 and ended with a
celebration Lunch on November 1,
2009 resulted in 28 pledges for an
amount of $119,570Based on our
past experience, we anticipate eight
more pledges or support for another

$8,924. We experienced a modest trains Church church leaders to raise the funds to
increase in pledges compared to the |Stéve and Sheripjanters around train leaders worldwide.
previous year. the world. Their

training has been provided in over  Steve asks his UPB family for
Our theme for the campaign was 83 Countries and over 72,000 prayers as he serves in this new po-
based on our mission and our churches have been started by those sition and for the training he will be
aspirations.If you have not turned who have received this training. giving at a Church Planting Confer-
in your 2010 pled o ence in Albany, New York in De-

late! Please get it to UPB. Steve has two roles with DCPIl. He cember.
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UPB Choir

The UPB Choir is looking for
new recruits! Please think about|
joining the fun. All abilities are
welcome. Rehearsals take placq
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the
sanctuary. Please talk with choi
director, Diane Eades if you are
interested.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Rally Day
Thank you to everyone who helped

with the Rally Day preparations and
fun. We had a wonderful 1st
Annual kick off to our program year
and |l ook forward
festivities. Thank you!

Fall Clean Up Day

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Fall Clean Up
Day! We were able to get many
projects taken care of both inside
and outside the church. Thank you!

Consecration Sunday

Thank you to everyone who
provided an amazing meal for our
celebration luncheon, as well as to

UPB Local Service PI’OjeCtS’oy Community Service Chair Nancy Snyder

Bowie Food Pantry

We are definitely making more
frequent trips to the Bowie Pantry
with nonperishable goods, and that
is a good thing! This is a hard year
for many families in the area.
Please continue to bring in your
donations to our box in the narthex

Family Crisis Center

The Crisis Center meals have
looked especially tasty also. Last
Sunday we got a glimpse of their
new dining area, and it had a
number of women sitting in the
sunny and spacious room. Women

We want to hear from you!

Please send all announcement]

photos, and articles to
upbannounce@gmail.com .
Spring Newsletter Deadline:

Sunday, February 7th..

Prayer Group

Inspired by the large interest in|

the Spring Prayer Course, the
UPB Prayer group has been,

meeting the fourth Tuesday of
each month for a time of praye

at 7:30 pm in the Holland homq.

Upcoming meetings 1/26 and

2/23. No Meeting in Decembet].

Contact Rebecca Holland.

those who helped set up and
clean up the fun. Thank you!

Chat & Chew

Thank you to everyone who
dorginu@sgéoxoting in teeats tod
share for our 2nd and 4th
Sunday Chat & Chew after
worship. Thank you!

n

Volunteers

Thank you to everyone who
gives their time and talents in
making UPB a wonderful plac

1%

The Consecration Sunday Feast

to be. Whether you serve in
leadership, sing in the choir, teach
adult ed or Sunday School, work
behind the scenes, or pray for the
ministries, you are appreciated!

were also visiting on the porch. It
seemed like a welcoming refuge for
these women and children in need
of some caring help. The visible
autumn decorated cupcakes made
quite an impressionPlease
continue to sign up to donate items
for the meal we provide the 3rd
Sunday of every month.

Christ mas
The tabs for the
have all been snapped up. These
five children we took on appear to
belong to a single family. | hope
they can use and enjoy all our

Chi I dr «¢the first time they have provided

Want to Get Involved?

There are a variety of ways to get
involved at UPB! Talk with Pastor|
Dan Holland to find out more!

selections. These bags are due o
the 29th.

Warm Nights
We have taken on Monday,

December 14th to provide (and
possibly serve) our famous crock
pot chili and cornbread dinner for
the Warm Nights residents of All
Saints Lutheran Chrurch. Thisis

shelter, and they are having a
meeting on December 2 at 7 pm .

Thanks to all of you who are
making these activities possible!

=)

bags



