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perhaps getting a job or getting married or something like that that calls them away. The
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United Parish and so | wanted to share a bit of it interspersed with a few of my thoughts:

?( OwE wY 1 U athe odndfeQatiduh lintrddts to support, encourage, and promote personal growth in much

the same way family members relate to each other. When a new pastor arrives, we begin the process of

assimilation. We tell tales of the collective pastf UT | wEUI EOUwph |EEOB wEBTwW I EYEEGUUT Uwpk I
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ground. We learn to appreciate the strengths of our new leader, and we begin to fit together the puzzle of our

shared lives in this place and at this new time.?

| resonate with that process of assimilation and | will be forever grateful for the extent to which the people of

the United Parish have welcomed my family into your family. And it may take a little time, but | trust that

God is already working to call someone to be the next pastor of the United Parish and so at some point in the

future the process of assimilation will happen again as you tell the family stories, share traditions and help
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ready to look forward. Because:
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and many of us are devastated. The blow comes when all was going so well new programs thriving, [and]
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been mixed together with gratitude for what is now, what has been over the last few years, and the direction

that the congregation has been moving. With all of the mixed emotions ,( WE x x Ul EPEUT wUT T wUU x>
shown as my family and | prepare foralongmove. OE w( wi Ox1 wbUz UWEOwI OEOUUET I Ol
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OEUUDPI EWEOEwWUI UUOI Ewl EOI wEWEOOUDPOI OVUwWEPEaAG6? WEOEWDUwWO
congregation is [an] extended family, whom we help, by whom we are cheered and encouraged, and with
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Family, cont.

whom we share our tears and laughter. [8 O U z O Oluneré&Jfer @adhuokher. When pastors changg  still the Home
Place survives.?

The author goes on to talk about her specific church, which is very different than ours. But the sentiment she
conveys is one worth taking to heart. One of the wonderful things about the United Parish is that you are a

i EOPOao6 wk OwE OBvaspivilegdd B Gebadpart of it for a while and | will always remember my time
here fondly.

Thank you, and may God bless you richly now and always,

Pastor Dan

Board Corner

Dear Members and Friends of the United Parish,
Although we have all been experiencing a wide range of emotions since learning that Dan is
leaving, we are grateful for God , the United Parish, EOE w# EOz UwOP OP U U U & unddr hisux EU0 w0
leadership, guidance, and support, we have made positive changes in the way we are doing many
things, and a number of new ministries have been established and are thriving . It is now important for
all of the members and friends of UPB to make sure that we continue to grow and thrive as we go
through the next few months and begin the search for a new pastor.( Uz Uwil ODPOT wUOWEIT wE wWET E
for of us, but we trust that God is with us on this journey. Take comfort in the knowledge that His
grace will see us through.
Over the next few months, we will begin the process of finding the right pastor to lead our
churchforward. 37T T wi PUUCwWUU]l xwbPOOWET wi PUDPOT WwEwWxEUUwWUDOI w? &E
include planning and leading worship and providing pastoral care as needed. The Parish Board is
currently in the process of getting names of possible candidates from the National Capital Presbytery
andthe UCC.3T 1 w? &Exw/ EUUOU?> wuwPhPOOWEOUOwWI EEPOPUGNIdamUT 1 wx UOE
interim is in place, we can begin the search for our permanent pastor. While this is not something we
expected to be doing again sosoonP Uz Uwb Ox OUUEOUwUOwUI 61 OET UwUT ECwUOT DU
because we have the benefit of being more familiar with the process than we were the first time.
In the short term, we are happy to tell you that Steve Howell will be here to lead worship on
Christmas Eve, as well as on December 25, and January 1. We are truly blessed to have a good friend
back with us during this time.
The members of the board want you to know that if you have any questions, concerns, or
needs that we can help you with in the upcoming months, please feel free to contact us. We also ask
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continue to move forward.

Peace and Blessings,
Dina Bickel Sudha Hillary Herb Sheppard
Kathy Busch Sue Kennedy Penny Simpson
Elsie Carroll Mike Mehl Walter Trafton
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